I BIBLICAL
RESEARCH
QUICK GUIDE

For Study Facilitators, Devotional Speakers
and Women with Bible Questions

Use resources that match your topics.

Systematic theology books answer theological questions.
Biographies and topical books by Christian thinkers answer
sensitive questions on controversial topics.

Apologetics sources answer the questions “Does God exist?”
and “What is the meaning of life?”
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Bible dictionaries, atlases, and encyclopedias answer
questions about history and culture.

Commentaries, concordances, cross references, and lexicons
help clarify the meanings of words and verses.

FINDING CREDIBLE SOURCES



TAKE YOUR TIME

Some questions require more study than others

Ask the questioner to give you time to research the answer.
Set a goal for finishing research within a certain time frame.
Let the questioner know when you will get back to her.
Deeper questions take more research. Plan to give yourself a
week or more on controversial topics.

Researching for known facts is a shorter process. Plan for a
few hours of study.

—@— Research tip: work with a friend and compare notes!

ACCESS THESE SOURCES FOR FREE

CITE YOUR SOURCES

Give proper credit to your sources of information.

Acknowledge your sources in spoken communication.

Make a reference list for written communication using
Chicago Manual of Style formatting.

Books: Last name, First name. Title of Book. Place of
publication: Publisher, Year.

Digital books: Last name, First name, Title of Book. Place of
publication: Publisher, Year. Web address where accessed.
Online articles: Last name, First name, "Title of Article,” Name
of Magazine Issue number, Volume number (preceded by
“no.”) (Date): Web address or doi:

Website: Last name, First name (if listed). “Name of
Resource,” last modified [Date], Web address.

Podcast or Video: Last name, First name of creator. Title of
Work. Additional contributors. Publishing organization.
Publication date. Type of format, running time. Web address.
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- Research tip: keep a list of helpful sources to use in the future!
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